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Memo of the first meeting of 
the HELCOM – Baltic Earth Expert Network on Climate Change  

(EN CLIME 1-2019) 
 
Introduction 
The first Meeting of the HELCOM – Baltic Earth Expert Network on Climate Change (EN CLIME 1-2019) was 
held as an online meeting on 29 January 2019.  

The list of participants is contained in Annex 1 to this Memo.  

The Meeting was co-chaired by Ms. Jannica Haldin, HELCOM Secretariat, and Markus Meier, Baltic Earth. 

Ms. Laura Hoikkala (HELCOM Secretariat) acted as secretary of the Meeting. 

The aims of the meeting were the following:  
1) To introduce the background of the group and the upcoming work, the planned work and the Terms of 
Reference of EN CLIME.  
2) To present and consider the approach for EN CLIME work. 
3) To map the expertise of the network and identify any possible gaps 
4) Agree on the content and scope of the Fact Sheet 
5) To plan the coming work 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda 
1.1. The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 
2. Introductions 
2.1. The Meeting took note of the background information regarding the establishing of the 
group, the planned work and the Terms of Reference of EN CLIME, as presented by Jannica Haldin. 
(documents 2-1 and 2-2, presentation 1) 
2.2. The Meeting took note of the information on the work of Baltic Earth, including the thematic 
assessments on climate change for the Baltic Sea region (BACC I-II), as presented by Markus Meier. The 
Meeting took note of the upcoming BACC III review article, which will consider information which has 
become available after the previous report was published in 2015. The Meeting noted that the already 
existing BACC reports can be used as supporting material for the EN CLIME work, and that subsequent 
results coming out of BACC III can be used to amend the key messages where needed. 
3. Example structure of the fact sheet 
3.1. The Meeting took note of the example Marine Climate Change Impacts report cards by 
Marine Climate Change Impact Partnership (MCCIP) (document 3-1).  
3.2. The Meeting took note of the draft structure of the information fact sheet (document 3-2). 
3.3. The Meeting noted that taking a map approach is probably feasible for some of the 
parameters but not for all. 
3.4. The Meeting noted that the intention is for EN CLIME to be a long term platform and that the 
group would support iterations of the fact sheet. The Meeting took note of the comment that as far as 
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possible these could be aligned with work on BACC reports and reports and work under the IPCC. The 
Meeting further agreed to return to the question of the schedule for iterations at later stage of the process 
and that the interval should be based on what is scientifically and practically feasible. 
3.5. The Meeting discussed that climate driven changes on land, particularly on riverine discharge 
of carbon and nutrient loads, need to be included, but keeping the sea as the focal point.  
3.6. The Meeting discussed that due to lack of data, expert judgement may be needed especially 
with regards to the secondary parameters, some of which could prove to be challenging. The Meeting 
noted the comment that for secondary parameters the focus is on adaptation and vulnerability. 
3.7. The Meeting noted that including information on climate change related policies in the 
region and identification of gaps in the policies would be valuable additions to the work of EN CLIME. The 
Meeting in general supported the idea, however noted that this might require a specific subgroup 
specialized on impacts and policy, and further noted that this task is probably not feasible for the first 
iteration, but could be included at later stages of the process. The Meeting agreed to add this to the list 
topics to be proposed for inclusion in future work of EN CLIME.  
3.8. The Meeting noted that first steps to identify sufficiency of measures in general (not 
specifically related to climate change) is already included in the HELCOM processes through the work of the 
updated of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and the HELCOM ACTION project.  
3.9. The Meeting agreed that comments on the draft structure of the information fact sheet 
(document 3-2) can be provided to the Secretariat (Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi) by 5 February.  
4. Mapping of expertise 
4.1. The Meeting agreed that as a first step the parameters need to be in place, and only then 
should the exercise to map the expertise available in the group commence. The draft Expert overview 
(document 4-1), prepared by the Secretariat, will be circulated within the EN CLIME contacts for them to fill 
in their areas of expertise once the parameters are finalized.  
5. Content and scope of the fact sheet 
5.1. The Meeting discussed on the content and scope of the fact sheet, mainly focusing on the 
identified parameters. The Meeting noted that at this stage, scientifically sound parameters should be 
selected, and that the parameters can at later stage of the process be combined under wider topics in 
order to make the fact sheet more usable for policy makers. It was further discussed that the fact sheet 
could be organized topically, but that this might complicate iterations as the important topics may change 
over time. 
5.2. The Meeting discussed that the fact sheet should be made as approachable as possible, but 
that the overall complexity of the issue also needs to be communicated. In this respect the Meeting 
highlighted the interlinkages between different parameters and discussed and supported the possibility to 
include some sort of info graphic to visualize the interlinkages. 
5.3. The Meeting agreed that changes in extremes as well as in means should be taken into 
account for each parameter and agreed that this information be added to the outline of information to 
include in the fact sheet. 
5.4. The Meeting supported the suggestion to explore if climate change communicators could be 
brought in at a later stage in the process, to help design the fact sheet and to ensure that the information 
and key messages are as easily accessible as possible, without losing scientific credibility. 
5.5. The Meeting edited the list of parameters as contained in document 4-1 rev. 2 and agreed 
that the revised document will be circulated among the contacts of EN CLIME for further comments and 
edits. Comments to the list of parameters can be provided to the Secretariat (Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi, 
laura.hoikkala@helcom.fi) by 12 February at the latest. 
5.6. The Meeting considered if a pilot fact sheet exercise should be conducted.  
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6. Planning coming work 
6.1. The Meeting took note of the Work plan for the network (Annex 1 to document 2-1) and the 
planned structure and process of the HELCOM climate change work (document 2-2).  
6.2. The Meeting discussed the mode of working and agreed that as a first step, parameters will 
be chosen and expertise mapped, after which thematic sub-groups could be formed. The Meeting agreed 
to come back to this issue once the parameters are in place.  
6.3. The Meeting discussed that the thematic sub-groups could organize independent expert 
work and small meetings as needed, for which support from the Secretariat is available.  
6.4. The Meeting supported to have a physical meeting of EN CLIME back to back with 12th Baltic 
Sea Science Congress in Stockholm 19-23 August.   
7. Any other business 
7.1. The Meeting noted that BSAP update project ACTION has a work package on climate change, 
which could provide supporting material for the fact sheet. 
7.2. The Meeting discussed election of chair/ chairs for EN CLIME. The Meeting noted that the 
Secretariat (Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi) can be informed on interest upon the task as well as on any 
preferred procedure for the election. The Meeting supported the suggestion of Co-Chairs, one representing 
HELCOM and one representing Baltic Earth. The intention is for the Chairs to be elected in the next EN 
CLIME Meeting. 
7.3. The Meeting took note that the Secretariat will prepare a workspace for EN CLIME to the 
HELCOM Meeting Portal. 
7.4. Baltic Earth members with interest to participate in EN CLIME work were encouraged to 
register to HELCOM Meeting Portal to ease communication and get access to the forthcoming workspace.  
8. Outcome and next meeting of EN CLIME 
8.1. The Meeting agreed that second meeting of EN CLIME (EN CLIME 2-2019) will be held online 
at the end of February in order to confirm the list of parameters to be included, to look into the division of 
available expertise and to identify gaps in expertise. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi


EN CLIME 1-2019, Memo 
 

   
 Page 4 of 4  

 

Annex 1 List of Participants 

Name Representing Organization E-mail 
Jesper Philip Aagaard 
Christensen 

Denmark Aarhus University, department 
of bioscience – applied marine 
ecology and modelling 

jc@bios.au.dk 

Georg Martin Estonia University of Tartu, Estonian 
Marine Institute 

georg.martin@ut.ee 

Ari Laine Finland Parks and Wildlife Finland ari.laine@metsa.fi 
Harri Kuosa Finland Finnish Environment Institute Harri.kuosa@ymparisto.fi 
Markku Viitasalo Finland Finnish Environment Institute Markku.viitasalo@ymparisto.fi 
Peter Löwe Germany BSH peter.loewe@bsh.de 
Clarisse Kehler 
Siebert 

Sweden Naturvårdsverket clarisse.kehler.siebert@naturv
ardsverket.se 

Michelle McCrackin Sweden Stockholm University Baltic Sea 
Centre 

michelle.mccrackin@su.se 

Norbert Häubner Sweden Swedish Agency for Water and 
Marine Management 

norbert.haubner@havochvatt
en.se 

Peter Thor Sweden Swedish Meteorological and 
Hydrological Institute 

peter.thor@smhi.se 

Sofia Malmsten  Sweden Swedish Transport Agency sofia.malmsten@transportstyr
elsen.se 

Marcus Reckermann BE International Baltic Earth 
Secretariat, 
Hemholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht 

marcus.reckermann@hzg.de 

Markus Meier BE Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea 
Research | IOW 

markus.meier@io-
warnemuende.de 

Jukka Käyhkö BE University of Turku, department 
of Geography and Geology 

jukka.kayhko@utu.fi 

Jannica Haldin HELCOM  Jannica.haldin@helcom.fi 
Laura Hoikkala HELCOM  Laura.hoikkala@helcom.fi 
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